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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 0244 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, NZ 

SUB J : NEW ZEALAND DECISION TO ACCEDE TO IEA 
REF: WELLINGTON 3566 

1. ON JAN. 29 MINISTER OF ENERGY RESOURCES MR. FREER 
ANNOUNCED THAT GNZ IS TO JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 
AGENCY. HE WAS REPORTED AS SAYING GNZ DOES NOT BELIEVE 
THIS POSITION IS ONE OF SUPPORTING AN ORGANIZATION WHICH 
IS ANTI ANY GROUP; IF THIS WERE THE CASE THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD NOT HAVE PARTICIPATED. 

2. THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS INFORMED THE EMBASSY 
THAT THE INSTRUMENT OF PROVISIONAL ACCESSION IS BEING SENT 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE IEA GOVERNING BOARD WITH EXPECTATION 
THAT BOARD WILL ACT ON IT AT FEBRUARY 5 MEETING. 
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3. FYI: MFA APPARENTLY CAUGHT A BIT BY SURPRISE 
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BY MINISTER OF ENERGY RESOURCES EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

MFA UNDERSTOOD PRIME MINISTER WOULD MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT 
LATER, PERHAPS ABOUT TIME OF IEA BOARD ACTION. 

SELDEN 
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